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15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                SEPTEMBER 6, 2015
Preparation for Worship:  Read Psalm 124 (front of the hymnal p. 153)

                  The Hymns:  20, 123, 357:1-2,5-6, 283
Prayer:  Lord God, heavenly Father, We beseech You, graciously abide among us 
with Your blessing, and keep us from covetousness and the cares of this life, that we  
may seek first Your kingdom and Your righteousness, and in all things needful for 
body and soul, provide  Your ever-present help; through Jesus Christ, Amen.

Opening Prayer
Opening Hymn  20
The Invocation  

We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation sings:

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SINS 
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.

Pastor   Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
   Our help is in the name of the Lord.

C:      Who made   heaven and earth.
Pastor   I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.

C:  And Thou forgavest the iniquity  of                       my                    sin

Pastor   Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto 
You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 
You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite 
mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
ALL O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die 
for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 
sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of 
Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace 
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Pastor   Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 
His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  To those who 
believe in His name He gives power to become the sons of God and has promised 
them His Holy Spirit.  He who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this, 
Lord, unto us all.  

        (congregation is seated)

THE INTROIT
Having received the Lord’s forgiveness, we are glad to enter into His courts with praise and thanksgiving.  

This entrance is made in the Introit with the Lord’s own Word, often from the Psalms.

P:   How lovely are Your worship places, O Lord of all:
C:   I yearn for, yes, I faint with longing for the courts of the Lord.
P:   Blessed are those who dwell in Your house:
C:   They are always praising You.
P:   The Lord will give grace and glory:
C:   No good thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly.

THE GLORIA PATRI
Latin for “Glory to the Father”

THE KYRIE
Latin for “O Lord.”  We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life.

THE GLORIA
A hymn glorifying and praising our God (Hymn 798:1 – all sing)

THE SALUTATION (Greeting) 

PASTOR   The Lord be with you.

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY
The main thoughts for the day are “collected” together in this prayer.

PASTOR   Let us pray.

THE BIBLE READINGS
God speaks to us.

The Old Testament Reading:  
Psalms 16  Preserve me, O God, for in You I put my trust. 2 O my soul, you have 
said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, My goodness is nothing apart from You." 3 
As for the saints who are on the earth, "They are the excellent ones, in whom is 
all my delight." 4 Their sorrows shall be multiplied who hasten after another 
god; Their drink offerings of blood I will not offer, Nor take up their names on 



my lips. 5 O LORD, You are the portion of my inheritance and my cup; You 
maintain my lot. 6 The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; Yes, I have a 
good inheritance. 7 I will bless the LORD who has given me counsel; My heart 
also instructs me in the night seasons. 8 I have set the LORD always before me; 
Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved. 9 Therefore my heart is 
glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope. 10 For You will not 
leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 11 
You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your 
right hand are pleasures forevermore.

     PASTOR   Here ends the Old Testament reading.  We continue with the 
responsive reading of:

THE GRADUAL
The Gradual is a “Bridge of praise” that links the Old Testament with the New Testament. 

P:   It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord:
C:   And to sing the praises of Your name, O most High.
P:   To show forth Your loving-kindness in the morning:
C:   And Your faithfulness every night.  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!
P:   Those who are planted in the house of the Lord:
C:   Shall flourish in the courts of our God.  Hallelujah!

PASTOR   The Gospel Reading comes from Matthew chapter 25, beginning 
there in the 31st verse.

The Gospel Reading
Matthew 25:31-40  "When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy 
angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 "All the nations 
will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 "And He will set the sheep on His 
right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 "Then the King will say to those on His 
right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world: 35 'for I was hungry and you gave Me 
food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 
36 'I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in 

prison and you came to Me.' 37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 
'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 
38 'When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 
39 'Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?' 40 "And the 
King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did 
it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'

PASTOR:  Here ends the Gospel Reading.  

Congregation stands for:
THE APOSTLES’ CREED

We boldly confess what we believe.  (Hymnal,  page 12)

     I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth.
     And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He  descended into hell; the third day He rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven And sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead.
     I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints; The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the 
life everlasting.  Amen.

Hymn  123



THE SERMON
Hebrews 13:1-8  Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not forget to 
entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly 
entertained angels. 3 Remember the prisoners as if chained with 
them; those who are mistreated; since you yourselves are in the body 
also. 4 Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but 
fornicators and adulterers God will judge. 5 Let your conduct be 
without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For 
He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." 6 So we 
may boldly say: "The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man 
do to me?" 7 Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken 
the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome 
of their conduct. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever.

Theme:  “SIX WAYS TO LEAD A GODLY LIFE”
I. For your service in the world

II. Through your ever-present and unchanging God

THE OFFERTORY
In this prayer we OFFER God our hearts, asking Him for that best of all gifts, the Holy Spirit.

THE OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS
Following your gifts, we stand and sing the offering hymn 788:1

Lord, You love the cheerful giver Who with open heart and hand
Blesses freely, as a river that refreshes all the land.

Grant us, then, the grace of giving with a spirit large and true.
That our life and all our living we may consecrate to You.

PRAYERS  -  (Pastor)

 THE LORD’S PRAYER - (All)
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever, Amen.  

Hymn 357:1-2, 5-6

Congregation stands for:

THE BENEDICTION
The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26).  

PASTOR: The LORD bless you and keep you.  
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

The Closing Hymn  283

***   Silent Prayer   ***



A n n o u n c e m e n t s
“If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.”  James 4:15

Welcome to all!  If you are a visitor, we appreciate your joining our worship 
family this morning, and we invite you to sign our guest book.  If you would like 
to hear more about our church, please contact the pastor with the information 
listed on the front of this bulletin. 

IN OUR PRAYERS  Wyona Fox is recovering at home from hip replacement. 
Josh Weber is recovering from pneumonia, congestive heart failure, and other 
health problems.  May God continue to heal them and all who are in need!

ST. JOHN’S POTLUCK TODAY  following service.  All are invited!

ST. JOHN’S TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY  10:30 – 11:30am.   Hope to see you there! 

NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, THE FALL SCHEDULE BEGINS
Peace:  7:30 am Bible Class followed by Service at 8:00 am
St. John's 10:00 am Sunday School, 10:15 Bible Class, 11:00 am Service 
SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS  we continue our studies in the Old Testament.  May the 
LORD bless us and feed our souls with the Bread of Life, Jesus Christ!
CHOIRS The VBA children and St. John’s choir will be singing next week.
ST. JOHN’S LADIES AID will be starting their monthly meetings next Sunday  
following worship service. 

OUR VICAR   Ben Libby is with us for one more Sunday before going back to 
finish his last year of Seminary. We’d like to have a “send off” following service 
next week at St. John’s.  Juice and coffee and whatever treats you’d care to 
bring.  The Vicar Fund is still open if anyone would like to help defray costs 
involved. Donations can be made directly to the Vicar, or marked “Vicar fund” 
and put in the offering plate. Ben’s stay with us has been a blessing from God!  
“And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and 
are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to esteem them very highly 
in love for their work's sake.”  1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 

VALLEY BIBLE ACADEMY   The LORD God has given us an enrollment of five 
students. Please continue to let your family and friends know about this 
opportunity to give their children a Christ-centered education.  Enrollment for 
this year is still possible. If anyone would like to volunteer at the school, please 
fill out the forms in your mailboxes at St. John’s and return to Teacher Desirae 
Naumann.

IMMANUEL VICAR PROGRAM:  As part of their pastoral training, those enrolled 
in our Immanuel Lutheran Seminary participate in the vicar program.  In order 
to get practical experience in being a pastor, each of these men are assigned to 
a CLC congregation under the mentoring of a pastor.  They observe and 
participate in the normal activities of the ministry, e.g., preaching, Catechism, 
Bible Class, visits, devotions, instruction classes, etc.  This program is vital to our 
church body as it imparts valuable experience to those who will, Lord willing, be 
serving our various congregations in the future.  Please pray for our seminary 
program, for the young men who are willing to undertake this priceless 
vocation, and that the Lord would send forth willing and prepared workers into 
His harvest.  This year our seminarians are serving as vicars in the following 
congregations:
=> Tom Naumann - St. John's, Okabena, MN (Middler, 2nd year in seminary)
=> Sam Rodebaugh - Luther Memorial, Fond du Lac, WI (Middler)
=> Stefan Sonnenfeld - Our Redeemer's, Red Wing, MN (Middler)
=> Ben Libby - St. John's, Clarkston, WA (Senior, Last year in seminary)
=> Joe Naumann - Berea, Inver Grove Hts., MN (Senior)

Prayer:  "OH LORD, Creator and Ruler of the elements, thanks and praise be 
to You for sending the beautiful rain and cooler temperatures! Please end, 
according to Your will, the many wild fires in our area. Comfort those who 
have suffered loss, strengthen those who battle the fires, calm the anxious 
with Your presence. Through Your powerful Word, give us hope and 
confidence in Your certain deliverance.  By faith we trust that all is in Your 
hand, and therefore all is well.  In Jesus name we pray, Amen."

Christian Women’s Seminar - September 25-27, 2015 in Savannah, Georgia.  
Cost: $150 - $350.  Contacts:  Amy Osborne - 651-329-3662 - 
newyorker13@hotmail.com or Pastor Mayhew  ndmayhew@juno.com 

CLC NEWS    <> The Rev. Robert List, pastor of Gethsemane Lutheran, Spokane 
Valley WA, has announced his intention to retire from the public ministry. He 
will be serving the congregation until the Spirit provides a new shepherd.
<> The CLC Board of Missions has called the Rev. Peter Evensen, pastor of Rock 
of Ages Lutheran, Grand Rapids MI, to be a Resident CLC Foreign Missionary to 
India.

WEEKLY MEMORY VERSE
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today, and forever.” Hebrews 13:8
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The Old Testament Reading for the 15  th   Sunday after Pentecost is from:    
In these verses the Psalmist reminds us of God’s presence with us, His 
deliverance of our souls, and the inheritance that is ours in our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  We read…
Psalms 16  Preserve me, O God, for in You I put my trust. 2 O my soul, you 
have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, My goodness is nothing apart 
from You." 3 As for the saints who are on the earth, "They are the excellent 
ones, in whom is all my delight." 4 Their sorrows shall be multiplied who 
hasten after another god; Their drink offerings of blood I will not offer, Nor 
take up their names on my lips. 5 O LORD, You are the portion of my 
inheritance and my cup; You maintain my lot. 6 The lines have fallen to me 
in pleasant places; Yes, I have a good inheritance. 7 I will bless the LORD 
who has given me counsel; My heart also instructs me in the night seasons. 
8 I have set the LORD always before me; Because He is at my right hand I 
shall not be moved. 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My 
flesh also will rest in hope. 10 For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor 
will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 11 You will show me the 
path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are 
pleasures forevermore.
     PASTOR   Here ends the Old Testament reading.  We continue with the 
responsive reading of:

THE GRADUAL
P:   It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord:
C:   And to sing the praises of Your name, O most High.
P:   To show forth Your loving-kindness in the morning:
C:   And Your faithfulness every night.  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!
P:   Those who are planted in the house of the Lord:
C:   Shall flourish in the courts of our God.  Hallelujah!

PASTOR   The Gospel Reading comes from Matthew chapter 25, beginning 
there in the 31st verse.

The Gospel Reading
In these verses we get to hear what our Savior will say to us, His Children, on  
the Day of Judgment. Until that Day, His Word working in our hearts by 
faith, enables us to live our lives dedicated to Jesus.  We read... 
Matthew 25:31-40  "When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the 
holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 "All the 
nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 "And He will set 
the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 "Then the King will  
say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 'for I was 
hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a 
stranger and you took Me in; 36 'I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick 
and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.' 37 "Then the 
righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and 
feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 'When did we see You a stranger 
and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 'Or when did we see You sick, 
or in prison, and come to You?' 40 "And the King will answer and say to 
them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of 
these My brethren, you did it to Me.'

PASTOR:  Here ends the Gospel Reading.  
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