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6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                      MAY 5 , 2013
Preparation for Worship:  Read Psalm 96 (front of the hymnal p. 144)

                  The Hymns:  188, 298, 751, 732:4
Prayer  O God the Holy Spirit, Who are One with the Father and the Son, we thank 
You for giving us saving faith in our baptisms, and for continuing Your work of 
sanctification in our hearts and lives.  Cause our faith to increase, and make us ever 
more eager in good works.  Clothed in our Savior's righteousness, exalt us and all 
believers to eternal life on the Last Day. We ask You in Jesus name.  Amen. 

Opening Prayer
Opening Hymn 188
The Invocation  

We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation sings:

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SINS 
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.

Pastor   Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
   Our help is in the name of the Lord.

C:      Who made   heaven and earth.

Pastor   I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.

C:  And Thou forgavest the iniquity  of                       my                    sin

Pastor   Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned 
against You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to 
Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.
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ALL O most merciful God, who hast given Thine only-begotten Son to 
die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all 
our sins; and by Thy Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and 
of Thy will and true obedience to Thy Word, to the end that by Thy grace 
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Pastor   Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has 
given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  To 
those who believe in His name He gives power to become the sons of God 
and has promised them His Holy Spirit.  He who believes and is baptized 
shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.  

C:         (congregation is seated)

THE INTROIT
Having received the Lord’s forgiveness, we are glad to enter into His courts with praise and thanksgiving.  

This entrance is made in the Introit with the Lord’s own Word, often from the Psalms.

P:   With the voice of singing you shall declare and tell this:
C:   Utter it even to the end of the earth.  Hallelujah!
P:   The Lord has redeemed His servant Jacob:
C:   Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!
P:   Make a joyful noise unto God, all you lands:
C:   Sing forth the honor of His name; make His praise glorious.

THE GLORIA PATRI
Latin for “Glory to the Father”

THE KYRIE
Latin for “O Lord.”  We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life.

THE GLORIA
A hymn glorifying and praising our God (Hymn 798:1 – all sing)

THE SALUTATION (Greeting) 

PASTOR   The Lord be with you.

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY
The main thoughts for the day are “collected” together in this prayer.

PASTOR   Let us pray.



THE BIBLE LESSONS
God speaks to us.

The First Bible Reading:  
Acts 17:22-31  Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, 
"Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; 23 "for as 
I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even 
found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the 
One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you: 24 "God, 
who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 25 "Nor is He worshiped 
with men's hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, 
breath, and all things. 26 "And He has made from one blood every nation of 
men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their 
preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 "so that they 
should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find 
Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 "for in Him we live and 
move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, 'For 
we are also His offspring.' 29 "Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, 
we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, 
something shaped by art and man's devising. 30 "Truly, these times of 
ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to 
repent, 31 "because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the 
world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given 
assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead."

    PASTOR   Here ends the First Bible Reading.  We continue with the 
responsive reading of:

THE GRADUAL
The Gradual is a “Bridge of praise” that links the Old Testament with the New Testament. 

P:   Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! Christ, who has redeemed us
with His blood:

C:   Is risen and has appeared to us.  Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
P:   I came forth from the Father and am come into the world:
C:   Again, I leave the world and go to the Father.   Hallelujah!

PASTOR   The Second Bible Reading comes from John chapter 14, beginning 
there in the 15th verse.

The Second Bible Reading
John 14:15-21  "If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16 "And I will 
pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide 
with you forever; 17 "the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He 
dwells with you and will be in you. 18 "I will not leave you orphans; I will 
come to you. 19 "A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, 
but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. 20 "At that day you 
will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 21 "He who 
has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who 
loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest 
Myself to him."

PASTOR:  Here ends the Second Bible Reading.  

Congregation stands for:



THE APOSTLES’ CREED
We boldly confess what we believe.  (Hymnal,  page 12)

     I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth.
     And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived 
by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried; He  descended into hell; the 
third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven 
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From 
thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
     I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints; The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of 
the body; And the life everlasting.  Amen.

THE RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS AT ST. JOHN’S
Dr. Brian Hocum, Charlette Hoffman, Jim Tank

Hymn  298

THE SERMON
1 Peter 3:15-22  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be 
ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope 
that is in you, with meekness and fear; 16 having a good conscience, that 
when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in 
Christ may be ashamed. 17 For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer 
for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in 
the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 19 by whom also He went and 
preached to the spirits in prison, 20 who formerly were disobedient, when 
once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 
being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through 
water. 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us; baptism (not the 
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers 
having been made subject to Him.

Theme:  “FAITHFUL FOLLOWERS OF THE RISEN SAVIOR”
I.  Always be ready to defend your hope (15-17)

II.  By Baptism Jesus makes your hope sure (18-22)

THE OFFERTORY
Singing this prayer we OFFER God our hearts, asking Him for that best of all gifts, the Holy Spirit.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 
me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy 
free spirit.  Amen.

THE OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS
In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money, remembering that He has  

first given to us that we might have to give to Him.  While the ushers present  our 
offerings at the Lord’s Altar,  we stand and sing the offering hymn 788:1:

Lord, You love the cheerful giver Who with open heart and hand
Blesses freely, as a river that refreshes all the land.

Grant us, then, the grace of giving with a spirit large and true.
That our life and all our living we may consecrate to You.

PRAYERS  -  (Pastor)

 THE LORD’S PRAYER - (All)
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever, Amen.  

Hymn   751  

Congregation stands for:

THE BENEDICTION
The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26).  

PASTOR: The LORD bless you and keep you.  
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

The Closing Hymn  732:4
***   SILENT PRAYER   ***



A n n o u n c e m e n t s
“If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.”  James 4:15

WELCOME  …to all our guests who are sharing the Good News of the Gospel 
with us this morning.  Please sign our guest register before leaving, and we 
invite you to join us regularly for worship services. Every Sunday you will 
find words of life and peace through Jesus Christ - and a warm welcome 
from fellow believers - here in God's house. We're saving a place for you!

IN OUR PRAYERS  Deb Acuff of Pullman is trying to get a diagnosis of why 
he's so exhausted every day.  The Dr. thinks he may have a rare form of 
Luekemia.  If you'd like to send a card to cheer him up:  Deb Acuff, NW 1425 
Deane, Pullman, WA  99163

ST. JOHN’S REMINDERS:    Potluck today!
Ladies Aid meeting next Sunday after church.
Altar Flowers:  There is a list for those who wish to bring flowers for the 
altar on any given Sunday.   
Church Cleaning:  If you’d like to help keep the LORD’s house looking nice, 
there is a sign-up sheet to help with monthly cleaning.
Pre-service Goodies:   If you are able to bring goodies of some kind for 
people to eat while they are visiting from 10:45 till 11:00 (after Bible Class 
and Sunday School) please sign on the sheet in Kitchen.

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY – June 2nd   The LORD will confirm the baptismal 
vows of Ben Naumann with the Rite of Confirmation during this regular 
Sunday morning service.  

ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL FUND  Began in January, contributions to this fund go 
toward the opening of a Christian Day School in Clarkston.  Just mark your 
envelope or check memo line as “School Fund”. To date the LORD has 
graciously opened hearts to give a total of about $20,000. Praise His name!  

NEXT SUNDAY’S SERVICE   If you’d like to read them ahead of time at 
home,  the Bible readings for next week are:  Acts 1:1-11; Luke 24:44-53;  
and Ephesians 1:16-23 (the sermon).

LUFT WEDDINGS  Keith Luft and Ashley Kramlich will be wed this Saturday  
in Colfax.  Phil Luft and fiancée Karla Koller have sent an invitation to St. 
John’s to their wedding on June 22nd.  Both weddings are posted on the 
bulletin board.  May the LORD bless their lives together in Christ!

DORM SUPERVISOR NEEDED  Immanuel Lutheran High School and College 
in Eau Claire, WI, will be in need of a boys' dormitory supervisor . Those 
who are interested in applying may contact the ILC president, Prof. Steve 
Sippert  at: (steve.sippert@ilc.edu; 715-831-9104; 715-836-6620), for an 
application.
 
CLC MISSION NEWS  The following comes from Missionary David Koenig 
who is currently residing and working in India:  Pastor Sekhar of the Kadapa 
District of the BELC in India has had a busy last two years. He moved out of 
Kadapa town to an area where the government gave land. He nearly 
finished building a house there. We were out there the other night for a 
service with twenty people. There is no other Christian church in the area 
only a Muslim mosque. He got married about 1 and 1/2 years ago and now 
has a little baby. In the worship service there were two ladies who were 
converted from Hinduism through Sekhar's visits with them. The older lady 
was still using the red dot (bindi) on her forehead. But that's OK, she 
believes. In the worship there was a lady in the black adornment robe of the 
Muslims. She also was converted. And if she still wears the black robe, that 
is OK because she believes. In praying individually for the people after 
church, the prayer she requested was for her family who are not Christian, 
but Muslim, that the problems in the household will be settled. You pray 
too, please.
CLC NEWS    <> Teacher Joshua Ohlmann, Eau Claire WI has accepted the 
call to Holy Cross Lutheran, Phoenix AZ.  <> Joseph Lau, professor at ILC, has 
returned the call to Immanuel Lutheran High School, Mankato MN. The 
congregation has now called Stephen Sydow, member of Messiah Lutheran, 
Eau Claire WI. 

WEEKLY MEMORY VERSE
“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and 
always be ready to give a defense to everyone who 
asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with 
meekness and fear”  1 Peter 3:15-22  
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First Bible Reading for 5th After Easter  Acts 17:22-31
In these verses we read of the Apostle Paul boldly among the very 
idolatrous people of Athens - a people who had so many false gods, 
they made an altar to the “unknown god” Lest they offend the one 
they hadn’t thought up yet.  Paul is a good example for each of us to 
always be ready to give a reason for the hope that is in us!  We read..
Acts 17:22-31  Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and 
said, "Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very 
religious; 23 "for as I was passing through and considering the objects 
of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE 
UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without 
knowing, Him I proclaim to you: 24 "God, who made the world and 
everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell 
in temples made with hands. 25 "Nor is He worshiped with men's 
hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, 
breath, and all things. 26 "And He has made from one blood every 
nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has 
determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their 
dwellings, 27 "so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that 
they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from 
each one of us; 28 "for in Him we live and move and have our being, 
as also some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His 
offspring.' 29 "Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought 
not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, 
something shaped by art and man's devising. 30 "Truly, these times 
of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men 
everywhere to repent, 31 "because He has appointed a day on which 
He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has 
ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the 
dead."
THE GRADUAL
P:   Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! Christ, who has redeemed us

with His blood:
C:   Is risen and has appeared to us.  Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
P:   I came forth from the Father and am come into the world:
C:   Again, I leave the world and go to the Father.   Hallelujah!

Second Bible Reading John 14:15-21
In these verses Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit.  The LORD also 
comforts His disciples by assuring them that He will return for them.  
All the more reason for us to be faithful to Him!  We read…
John 14:15-21  "If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16 "And I 
will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may 
abide with you forever; 17 "the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you 
know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 18 "I will not 
leave you orphans; I will come to you. 19 "A little while longer and 
the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, 
you will live also. 20 "At that day you will know that I am in My 
Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 21 "He who has My 
commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who 
loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest 
Myself to him."

PASTOR:  Here ends the New Testament Bible Reading.  
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